

















XXVII. The Natural History of Lamia Amputator of Fabricius 
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No apology, I conceive, will be thought necessary for offering 
to the notice of the Linnaean Society the natural 
single species of the interesting family of Ceramiycidce , which, 
in its earlier stages, has never been described by the entomo- 
grapher. 

Of all the coleopterous insects destined to accelerate the decay 
of timber, there is no species perhaps whose habits are more 
singular than those of the insect whose history is here detailed. 
The Imago has long since been described by Fabricius from the 
cabinet of the great and lamented Banks, which is now in the 
possession of the Linnaean Society. 

INSECTA COLEOPTERA. 

Sect. Teteamera. 

Fam. Cerambycidce , Leach. 

£ 

LA1N1IA Amputator. Fabr. 

Tab. XXX. 

L. thorace spinoso, elytris cinereis nigro irroratis maculisque 

numerosis testaceis. 

Fabric. Entom. Sust. tom. i. b. v. 276’. 34. Sust . Eleuth. ii. 

IJl^®. 2p3. 60. ^ 
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Long. corp. 11. lin. 
Exp. alarum 2 un. 1 lin 



nostr. 


Mus. Soc. Linn. Banks, 

Habitat satis frequens in insulis America? irquinoctialis; in 

insula S u Vincentii saepius obvia, thoracis attritu stridons. 


Mimosis arboreis gaudet, pra?cipue Mimosa Lebbek , L. quas 


castigat ne nimium luxuriantes vicinas arbores ah 


acre 


excludant, quarum sic servatur {equilibrium. Ramos etiam 
crassiores mandibulis abscindit, ovis primum sub cortiee 
punctura facta siphone depositis. JAim id serratim circurn- 
secante (unde nomen) ad terrain ramus vulneratus cadit 
citoque perit. 

Ova oblonga flaventia, cute tenui tecta, acaris infestantur. 

(%• I*) 

Larva (jig. 2.) apoda, lucide ochracea, caput versus incrassata, 

linea dorsali cinerea, quam contrahit vel dilatat animal dum 
pascit. Caput saturate ochraceum, antice brunneum. Max¬ 
illae atra?. Palpi parvi rufescentes. Corpus segmentoruni 
12, primo maximo, declivi, antice rubente. Latera pnrser- 
tim anum versus ferrugineo-villosa. Segmcnta superne sub- 
tusque verrucamm ordinibus duobus vel tribus transver- 
sis, motum insecti adjuvantibus, instructa; primo, secundo, 


penultimo, ultimoque glabris. 


Trachece ferruuinea?. 


Ra- 


mum excavat maxillarum ictibus sonoris ; et ut facilius per 
varios labyrintlios incedat, nonnunquam retrograda, Ibra- 
mine facto excrementa expellit (/. c.). Relicta demum su- 
perficie sola integra, nidoque facto (/. 6.), metamorphosin 
subit*. 


* Vid. Obsenatioties quas de Cerambgce noiuceo, ahisque pfiytivoris, tn .Act. Soc. 
Linn.. Entomologorum Britannicorum princeps, Monograp/iia Apurn Anglia Auctor 


nobis tradidit. 
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ISympha 
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Aympha ( Jig. 3.) ferrugineo-ochracea, parce villosa ; spiraculis, 

elytrorum rudimentis, linea dorsali antennisque convolutis 


subsaturatioribus. 



Segment a abdominalia lateraliter 


pro- 


in inula. Ad basin antennarum utrinque spina brevis. J 'bo¬ 
rax, dorsum, praecipue autem anus truncatus spinulis ferru- 
gineis muricati. Femora pilorum fasciculo instructa, quem 
| deponit nympha se in imaginem conversura. 

Imago (Jig- 4.) Media in hoc genere. Corpus totum cinereo- 

villosum, davedine intermista. Thorax ruga media elevata. 
Elytra punctis minimis elevatis atro-nitidis irrorata, macu- 
lisque multis testaceis adspersa : pagina inferior! nitida, 
fibula*' humerali sericea. Alee hyalino-flavescentes, nervis 


margineque 


fei 


b 


Pedes validi quibus 


Ung 


boribus fortiter adhneret, non nisi vi detrahendus. 
aterrimi. Antenna longae. Caput magnum, declive. Man 
dibulce atro-brunnea?, compressa?, validissimae. 

/3. (forsan mas) colore subsaturatiore, antennis longioribus 


extimo elongato 


Tetnpus adliuc observandum, forte 


mto-punctato. 
per totum annum 


Lamia in omni vitae stadio 



|lj ' . w LARVA. 

Quies. 

I ( - 

I Junior, 

] Lucluditur ovo. 

-> 

Adulta. 1 

Nymphs formani 
induit. 


I Meusihii>. 

Men. 

Dienini. 

1 11. s'.iL';'" 

• r SKt SI- 



IMAGO. 


Obiriii 


Ova point. 


Men. 

t 

V. II. S 


Men. 


# Fibulis (hamulis Kirby), duinnutescit animal, elytra retinentur. 































Trans Zmn See, lel.MTT Ttib. 3o, p. Ay. 
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EXPLICATIO TABULA XXX. 



Figura 1. Lamiae Amputatoris ova "| 

2. Larva f magnitudine naturali. 

3. Nympha supina J 

4. Mas in opus intentus. 

Litera A. Ramus mimoste serratim ab imagine dissectus. 

a. a. a. Partes amputate. 

Nymphae nidus. 

c. Foramen quo larva stercus expellit. 

d. Rami vulnus. 


St. ' incent, April % 1S2I. 
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